The AMS Conference on Symbolic Dynamics and its Applications, held in honor of Roy Adler, was held at Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, July 28-August 2, 1991.
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Symbolic dynamics and its applications: proceedings of a conference in honor of Roy L. Adler held July 28 to August 2, 1991 The conference focused on symbolic dynamics and its applications to other fields. These include ergodic theory, smooth dynamical systems, information theory, automata theory, and statistical mechanics. There were eighteen one-hour talks, including two on Roy Adler's work, and eighteen thirty-minute talks. There were one hundred and thirty-nine participants from thirteen countries, representing mathematics, applied mathematics, electrical engineering, and physics departments at universities as well as industry. The conference was supported by grants from the NSF and IBM.
Roy is honored for both his mathematical and personal contributions to the scientific community. Among his scientific achievements are the invention of topological entropy, the use of Markov partitions for invertible maps, and the application of symbolic dynamics to practical coding problems in information theory. His ideas were crucial in the formation of the subject we call symbolic dynamics. The simple but elegant way he approached difficult problems led many of us into dynamics.
Roy had a wonderful partner. He was married to Audrey Wanner Adler from March, 1953 until she died in June, 1990. Together they were a central part of the mathematical community. They made all of us feel at home. As hosts, they cooked hotdogs in Stanford, hamburgers in Warwick, turkeys in Chapel Hill, and lobsters at home. In each location, they provided the central place to gather: a place to sit, talk, and eat. They helped many of us appreciate beautiful mathematics, good food, and really good friends. Thanks.
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